The next number of The Writer will be a Hale Birthday Number, in honor 
of Dr. Edward Everett Hale’s eightieth anniversary. Will you kindly write on 
this sheet a paragraph of appreciation of Dr. Hale, and mail it in the stamped 
envelope enclosed as soon as possible to the editor of The Writer, to be printed 
with appreciations from other prominent American authors ? 

I once wrote a story which some people thought 

was not finished. Dr.EDward Everett Hale was one 

of these people, and he wrote to me that if I did 

not finish it he would do it himself. This threw 
1 

me into a perturbation. That the author of the "MAN 
WITHOUT A COUNTRY" should add a conclusion to my 

t 

story was a risk I could not run, and I went to 
work promptly and wrote THE DUSANTES, in order that 
THE CASTING AWAY OP MRS LECKS AND MRS ALESHINE 
should not take a second place when I had intended 
it to be first. 

For this apparently selfish act I do not hold 
myself at fault, for what author is brave enough to 
allow Dr.Hale to finish his story for him? 

There is no human prescription of the age at 


which an author must retire, and* if the law of na- 
ture should be submitted to a plebiscite of the 
American people, the working age of this apostle of 
wit, rare invention, and sound common sense, would 
be extended for many a decade yet. 





